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portions, wherein in both said first relative position and 
said second relative position of said clamping portions, 
said clamping portions are substantially fixedly main- 
tained with respect to one another. 

2. The knife holder of claim 1, further comprising a base, 
wherein said first clamping portion is fixedly disposed with 
respect to said base, wherein said second clamping portion 
is movably disposed with respect to said base, and wherein 
said clamping mechanism is coupled to said second clamp- 
ing portion, and wherein, in both said first relative position 
and said second relative position of said clamping portions. 

3. The knife holder of claim 2, wherein said base includes 
a pivot point, wherein said second clamping portion is 
adapted to pivot about said pivot point in response to 
movement of said clamping mechanism. 

4. The knife holder of claim 3, wherein said first clamping 
portion and said second clamping portion include comple- 
mentary pinch-off surfaces adapted to be spaced apart in said 
first relative position, and to make contact in said second 
relative position wherein, in cooperation with said pivot 
point, said pinch-off surfaces fixedly maintain said second -0 
clamping portion between said first clamping portion and 
said base. 

5. The knife holder of claim 4, wherein said pinch-off 
_ surfaces are further adapted in said second relative position 
U'of said clamping portions to close off open space in the knife 25 
E.yj holder that is disposed behind the knife. 

: y ^ ^nitc no ^ cr °f claim 3, wherein said clamping 
,=2 mechan * sm is cou P Ied t0 said second clamping portion at a 
WJdriving end of said second clamping portion, wherein said 
ijn second clamping portion further includes a driven end 30 

^adapted to receive at least a portion of the knife. 
>M 7. The knife holder of claim 6, wherein said second 
\J clamping portion and said base are adapted so that move- 
. ^ment of said clamping mechanism pivots said second clamp- 
"***ing portion about said pivot point so as to move said driving 
;? end substantially in one direction and said driven end 
j^i. substantially in the opposite direction. 
Ls. ^ e ^ n ^ e no ^ er °£ c l a * m 7, wherein said clamping 
■^ me chanism is connected to said driving end and said second 
'Cj clamping portion is adapted so that said driving end is 
i moved a greater distance than said driven end by said 

clamping mechanism. 
J 9. The knife holder of claim 8, wherein said clamping 
^mechanism includes a threaded fastener having an end, 
^wherein said first clamping portion is adapted to threadingly 
receive said threaded fastener so that said end extends 45 
therebeyond for coupling to said second clamping portion. 

10. A knife holder for holding a knife having a first side 
and a second side, the knife holder comprising- 

a first clamping portion adapted to receive the first side of 
the knife; 

a second clamping portion adapted to receive the second 
side of the knife and to pivot about a pivot point; 

a clamping mechanism coupled to said second clamping 
portion and adapted to pivot said second clamping 
portion about said pivot point for clamping the knife 
between said first and said second clamping portions; 
and 

a base including said pivot point, said second clamping 
portion being disposed so as to make movable contact 
with said base. 

11. The knife holder of claim 10, said first clamping 
portion being fixedly disposed above said base, said second 
clamping portion being disposed between said first clamping 
portion and said base, wherein said second clamping portion 
is adapted to pivot about said pivot point in response to 
movement of said clamping mechanism. 
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12. The knife holder of claim 10, wherein said second 
clamping portion includes a rounded surface and wherein 
said pivot point is part of a complementary rounded surface 
on which said rounded surface of said clamping portion is 
slidably disposed.^ 

13. A knife holder for holding a knife having a first side 
and a second side, the knife holder comprising 

a first clamping portion adapted to receive the first side of 
the knife; 

a second clamping portion adapted to receive the second 
side of the knife and to pivot about a pivot point; and 

a clamping mechanism coupled to said second clamping 
portion and adapted to pivot said second clamping 
portion about said pivot point for clamping the knife 
between said first and said second clamping portions, 
said first clamping portion being fixedly disposed 
above said base, said second clamping portion being 
disposed between said first clamping portion and said 
base, wherein said second clamping portion is adapted 
to pivot about said pivot point in response to movement 
of said clamping mechanism. 

14. The knife holder of claim [13] 1£, wherein said first 
clamping portion and said second clamping portion include 
complementary pinch-off surfaces adapted to be spaced apart 
m said first relative position, and to make contact in said 
second relative position wherein, in cooperation with said 
pivot point, said pinch-off surfaces fixedly maintain said 
second clamping portion between said first clamping portion 
and said base. 

15. The knife holder of claim 14, wherein said pinch-off 
surfaces are further adapted in said second relative position 
of said clamping portions to close off open space in the knife 
holder thai is disposed behind the knife. 

16. The knife holder of claim [13] 18, wherein said 
clamping mechanism includes a threaded fastener having an 
end, wherein said first clamping portion is adapted to 
threadingly receive said threaded fastener so that said end 
extends beyond said first clamping portion for coupling to 
said second clamping portion. 

£l7. A knife holder for holding a knife having a first side 
and a second side the knife holder comprising: 
a base including a pivot point; 

a first clamping portion substantially fixedly disposed 
with respect to said base and adapted to receive the first 
side of the knife; 

a second clamping portion movably disposed between 
said first clamping portion and said base and adapted to 
receive the second side of the knife, said second 
clamping portion and said first clamping portion being 
adapted to clamp the knife therebetween; and 

a clamping mechanism coupled to said second clamping 
portion at a driving end of said second clamping 
portion and adapted for moving said second clamping 
portion so that said clamping portions obtain a relative 
position wherein said clamping portions arc spaced 
apart for removing the knife from between said clamp- 
ing portions, wherein said second clamping portion 
further includes a driven end adapted to receive at least 
a portion of the knife, and wherein said second clamp- 
ing portion and said base are adapted so that movement 
of said clamping mechanism pivots said second clamp- 
ing portion about said pivot point so as to move said 
driving end substantially in one direction and said 
driven end substantially in the opposite direction. 

* * * * 


18 . The knife hold er of cl a im H . wh e r e in said damping 
mechanism is adapted to pivot said second cla mping portion 
about said pivot noint to a first relative position nf s,ajd 
clamping portions, and wherein sa id second clamping portion 
IS adapted to pivot about said pivot point in response to 
movement of said clamping mechanism to a second relative 
Po sition of said damning portions wherein said damping 
portions are spaced farther apart than in said first relative 
position for removing the knife from between sai d damping 
p ortions, wherein in both said first relative position and saj d 
Second relative Position of said clamping p ortions, said 
damning portions are substantially fiv edlv maintained with 
respect to one another, 


